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The "Social Historical Study of Environmental Issues" group (April 1, 2020 - March 31,
2023) examined environmental issues in Japan from the early modern period to the present
day, focusing in particular on social environmental movements, taking into account the social
structure of the actual sites where the movements evolved, and considering what the
environmental issues are from the perspective of the residents living in the affected areas.
Based on the results and the questions raised, this research group will empirically clarify
human activities in the mountains, fields, rivers, and oceans, and identify when and at what
point human activities have changed since the 17th century, and what factors make them
visible or invisible as environmental issues. Our research is not limited to the Japanese
archipelago but covers various regions of the world. We would like to reexamine Japan's pre-

modern reputation as an "environmentally advanced country," the positioning of its rapid



postwar economic growth, people's perception of the environment, the relationship between
urban / rural areas, and the logic of those who develop the mountains, fields, rivers, and
oceans that lead to environmental problems, with an emphasis on "living activities," to

empirically clarify what environmental issues are.
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