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Researchers have been collating and studying this institute’s collection of approximately
10,000 stone engraving rubbings over a long period. This research group, carrying on the
tradition of the institute’s research groups that studied stone rubbings, covering the period
from the Han dynasty to Northern dynasties, will view the Sui and Tang dynasties stone
rubbings in the collection, decipher and interpret the characters therein, and translate the
material from both dynasties into contemporary Japanese and provide annotations.

This research group is different from previous groups in that it will not only read the texts
but also translate them into contemporary Japanese. It will not confine its examination to

gravestone epitaphs and monument inscriptions but also look at many other materials related



to Buddhism. Taking advantage of group members’ diverse specialties—such as history,
archaeology, philosophy, intellectual history, calligraphy history, Buddhist art history,
literature, and linguistics—we want to conduct multifaceted examinations of, in addition to
textual content, the shape of the engraved stones themselves, character placement and style,

and textual rhetoric.
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