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This project will focus on things that generate knowledge. Usually, we assume knowledge
to be intellectual information processed inside our brains. However, knowledge is always
mediated by things. Humankind has created knowledge by using their hands to manipulate
natural products. In modern society, knowledge is produced through complex machines. In
the natural sciences, things such as instruments, model organisms, and specimens are used as
the media to produce knowledge. Knowledge of society is also accumulated as information on
paper and in computers. The network of things and knowledge constructs the order and
structure of our living world. It means that the network of things is now the environment of
humankind. This project tries to clarify what kind of environment things are creating and how

such an environment has changed our lives. Based on various approaches from the humanities,



we focus on the natural sciences, engineering, and social sciences and also deepen

consideration of knowledge production in the humanities using a self-referential approach.
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