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Various ideas and cultures related to religions such as Islam and Buddhism have multi-
directionally and transregionally spread in Asia (West, South, Central, and East Asia). We
examine how these ideas and cultures formed transregional intellectual and cultural trends,
or something like the spirit of the age, on the one hand, and adapted to a certain area, or
contributed to the creation and imagination of “regions,” on the other hand. For example, we
focus on the Nagshbandiyya-Mujaddidiyya, a Sufi order, which expanded from South Asia to
Central and East Asia as well as West Asia, and investigate what developments and impacts
this Sufi order had in each area. In order to share a basis for this study, we read and discuss

literatures of Mujaddidiyya including Persian epistles written by Ahmad Sirhindi (d.1624),



the eponym of the Sufi order in question. Through such an exploration, we aim at cultivating
a perspective to relativize the essentialist views regarding a certain religion and region,
accompanied by imprudent demands for the indigenization or exclusion of “foreign” cultures.
Furthermore, we want to ponder on the problem of “cultural coexistence” in our globalization

era.
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