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Historical Media Epistemology: The Technoscientific Formation of Television
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This research group seeks to outline an emerging interdisciplinary field which we call
“historical media epistemology.” Specifically, we aim to form a rapport between historical
epistemology in the history of science and new media studies since Kittler, using this to build
theoretical models and practical tools for understanding how media technologies structure the
storage, representation, and transmission of knowledge. In order to do so, the group focuses
on on television. As a “mass” medium, television has been studied from the standpoint of
cultural studies and sociology. In contrast, our goal is to examine television as a site for the

technoscientific construction of new modes of human and posthuman sensory perception.



Key to this is the history of the field of "Auditory and VIsual Information Processing" and its
research on the perceptual systems of humans and animals through a mixture of physiology,
psychology, neuroscience, and engineering. By understanding television as a technoscience
of perception, our group demonstrates the deep interconnection between media studies and

the history of science.
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