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A Study of Horse Culture in Eastern Eurasia
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It has long been revealed that Eastern Eurasia — including even China - came a late “second’
to the West in adopting utilization of domestic horses and horse-drawn vehicles. From the
latter half of the 1st millennium B.C. through the first half of the 1st millennium A.D., how
people used horses in war changed drastically, from the use of chariots to riding on horseback.
And the methods used in the domestication of horses and riding rapidly spread to new areas.
The appearance of horses on the Japanese archipelago can be seen as the final phase of this
change. Thus, it is possible to present a rough overview by connecting research results for
individual regions and periods. However, there are few consistent studies on the emergence
and popularization of domestic horses, chariots and horse-riding in Eastern Eurasia, and the
subsequent development process, that are based on archaeological data. In light of these issues,

this study provides some clarity regarding equine culture and horse breeding in China, the



Korean Peninsula, and the Japanese archipelago using archaeological materials and historical

documents comparing developments in these areas with those on the Eurasian Steppes.
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