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Origins and Transformations of Buddhist Astronomical Doctrines
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In this research, we examine astronomical doctrines found in Buddhist sutras in order to
elucidate their multiple origins and transformations. Some Buddhist sutras are known to
contain various theories concerning cosmic structure, solar and lunar motions, calendar
systems, astrology, etc. Originally formulated in different times and circumstances, these
teachings underwent substantial transformations, adapting to local cultures and societies in
the process of diffusion from India to China, then to Korea and Japan.

To trace their actual processes, we focus on the "Bonreki", a Buddhist astronomical
campaign advocated in 19th century Japan, and attempt to shed light on origins and
transformations of doctrines exploited thereby. "Bonreki" proponents garnered information
from many sutras to reconstruct the Buddhist universe with Mount Sumeru at its center. By

examining the provenance of doctrines while paying due attention to their discrepancies and



redundancies, we aim to gain an understanding of a long and broad-ranging series of cultural

transmissions and to critically surpass the "Bonreki" itself.
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Ryuji Hiraoka ed. Special Issue: East-West Contacts and Scientific Culture in Early Modern
East Asia 2, Historia scientiarum vol. 32-2, 2023, pp. 59-156.
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