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The Longmen Caves are one of the most important Buddhist sites in East Asia. In
1941, Mizuno Seiichi and Nagahiro Toshio from Institute of Oriental Studies (now
Department of Oriental Studies, Institute for Research in Humanities) published

the report “A Study of the Buddhist Cave-Temples at Lung-mén, Ho—nan” after



conducting fieldwork in the area. The report remains relevant to any research on
the Longmen Caves today. Subsequently, the two scholars published the paramount
and highly acclaimed series entitled “Yun—Kang: The Buddhist Cave-Temples of the
Fifth Century A.D. in North China” on the Yungang Caves in the 1950s. Since the
Qing Dynasty, there have been many studies of the enormous number of inscriptions
carved in the Longmen Caves. Yet since Mizuno and Nagahiro visited the site for a
mere six days, many research topics had to be left to later scholars. In the
development of archeology in postwar China, comparative analysis of both textual
and stylistic sources has generated new scholarly insights for future research.
Yet, even within scholarship concerning the Northern Wei caves of Longmen, opinions
remain sharply divided on fundamental issues such as the commissioning and the
construction process of the caves, as well as the dating of the major statues.
Recently, the Institute of Oriental Studies has identified a rich collection of
rubbings of the Longmen inscriptions. The proposed project therefore not only
continues the institute’ s tradition of researching Buddhist cave temples, but it
also aims to reorganize and fully utilize the information gathered thus far to
rethink Northern Dynasties statues and their context. The project thus focuses on
reconfirming the transcriptions of the inscriptions and understanding their
contents. Based on the information gained from that research, we shall consider
issues such as the process of creating the caves and the style and iconography of
the sculptures through a comprehensive study integrating art-historical,
archeological, historical, religious, and social perspectives. In so doing, we
hope to form a common foundation of knowledge that will serve as the basis for

future Longmen studies
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