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The Kyoto Institute of the Academy of Oriental Culture was established in 1929
using a grant—in—aid from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, and it has
hence developed into the Department of Oriental Studies of the Institute for
Research in Humanities, Kyoto University. The Institute has inherited all the old
Chinese books that were once housed in the old one, and the details of the
collection can be seen in the Catalogue of the 0ld Chinese Books housed in the
Kyoto Institute of the Academy of Oriental Culture, published in 1938. This
collection is well known and is highly valued in the academic world, particularly

because it contains a series of books that were once housed by Tao Xiang, a famous



bookkeeper in Tianjin, China. Our research project reexamines the information in
the Catalogue and attempts to enhance the accuracy of the KANSEKI database, an
online catalogue based on the Catalogue. The project involves the creation of an
additional database on the prefaces and postscripts of the books. It will also
involve the collection of information about Ex—libris Ownership Stamps and their
publication in pictorial books. In the near future, as part of the celebrations of
the 90th and 100th anniversaries of the institute, exhibitions will be held with

the objective of reviewing and restructuring oriental studies in Japan.
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