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Formation of Japanese acupuncture—moxibustion : Reconstruction of the medical
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In order to avoid the crisis of the abolition of acupuncture and moxibustion
due to Europeanization policy, the modern proponents and practitioners of the
field have made clinical research from a medico—scientific perspective a top
priority, while they have not made much of historical research in spite of
inheriting from the tradition. When looking back on history, they have only
praised the pioneering achievements related to modern medicine, and have seldom
discussed diverse methods and theories that have been greatly developed in the
early modern period. However, in such collection of medical books as the
Fujikawa collection of Kyoto University, there remain many books on such methods

and theories and these technical traditions are still buried untouched.



In this study, we aim to comprehensively evaluate these medical books, clarify
the specific aspects of the formation and tradition of acupuncture and
moxibustion medicine, and explore the essential features of the medicine from
historical perspective. Through these, we will attempt to reconstruct the
history of early modern medicine, as well as to develop a new field of

“Japanese acupuncture and moxibustion studies” which would provide a
foundation to reflect the research results in the fields of medicine, pharmacy,

and acupuncture and moxibustion.
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