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West, South, and East Asia, traditionally regarded as “civilizational
centers”, have been in contact with each other through maritime and inland
routes. Inner Asia (almost synonymous with Central Asia/ Central Eurasia), which
served as a contact zone for these areas and at times greatly influenced them,
has also been perceived as an independent historico—cultural world. Even today,
the common image of Inner Asia is one of deserts and steppes where monolithic,

nomadic tribal societies and cultures prevail. However, starting with the last



two decades of the 20th century, materials for further researching the history
of the area in question have started to become increasingly available. Based on
such materials, the issue of the diversity of societies and cultures within
Inner Asia has been attracting more and more attention. The purpose of our
research project is to shed light on the history and culture of Inner Asia
through case studies of its societies and cultural interactions, etc. from

antiquity to the early modern period.
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