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In this study, we examine the continuance and transformation of Chinese
Institutions such as customs, common sense, rules, orders, and behavioral patterns,
which have regulated its society and economy, focusing on the period of transition,
i.e. from late Ming to early Qing, from late Qing to early Republican, or after the
1980’s. The economic development in China during the last 20 years has attracted

many foreigners seeking business opportunities. As the contact between foreigners
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and Chinese people increased both in and out of China, various conflicts arose
because of cultural and behavioral differences between the native Chinese and
foreigners. Thus, it became important for us to understand the social and economic
institutions in China. On the other hand, recent studies about global history have
contributed to the advancement of the comparative historical studies, mainly in the
English-speaking world. However, these studies do not fully explain the “great
divergence” between Western Europe and China, or the “small divergence” between
China and Japan since the nineteenth century. This is because they do not properly
understand the regional difference of social and economic institutions, which have
evolved a variety of “divergence”. In order to solve the historical questions above, we

aim to investigate the social and economic institutions from various angles.
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