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Most of the existing literature on racism has dealt with people of color as
research subjects. However, racism in Asia cannot be explained in such a color-
based paradigm. For example, racism exercised by “Japanese” people, who are non-
“whites,” involves the process of racialization of physically invisible, marginalized
groups, by the distinction between the self and the other through political,
economic, and legal systems. Furthermore, this intersects with the ambivalent
gaze towards “white” Westerners, making racism in Asia multi-layered and
complex. In this collaborative research project, we study the reception and
transformation of racism in Asia, by examining intellectual and scientific
discourses, popular culture and other related materials from a cross-regional

perspective.
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