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Various developments of Chinese Buddhism achieved during the 4th/7th
centuries were led by not only monastics but also laity such as emperors and
literati. Contrary to our normal expectation, however, it is difficult to answer to
such questions as "How should we evaluate the quality of lay understanding of
Buddhist doctrine?" "Are there any likes and dislikes of sutras and expertise for the
laity?" Inheriting the merits of research seminars on Chinese religion formerly
conducted in this institute, the present research seminar aims at a careful reading
of the Expanded Collection for Glorifying and Elucidating the Law (Guang hong

ming ji, 7th c.) and the like in order to clarify a concrete picture of lay Buddhism.
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