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The idea of the four guardian kings who protect Buddhism was first developed in
India and a lot of the associated imagery was created in Asian regions such as
Gandhara, the Western Regions, China, and Japan during its eastward spread.
Various iconographic features of the four guardian kings reflect specific thoughts and
cults that are characteristic of each period and region. However, the transformation
of this iconography and its religious functions have not yet been fully examined.
Therefore, this research team seeks to investigate how the idea of the four guardian
kings evolved throughout various periods and regions in Asia by examining its

iconographic features and religious functions. For instance, we will hold two

195



workshops and discuss the transformation of these iconographic and religious
functions in detail, based on the differing representations and imagery of the four
guardian kings in the Western Regions, China, and Japan. This research team,
including art historians and archaeologists who specialize in Gandhara, the Western

Regions, China, and Japan, will advance interdisciplinary studies.
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