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The horse-riding culture, with its decorative horse trappings, originated in the fourth century
in Northeast China, then spread to the Japanese Islands by way of the Korean Peninsula.
When, the horse-riding culture subsequently took root in the Japanese Islands during the
middle and late Kofun period, it had a substantial impact on the development of the Japanese
state.  There have been many studies concerning horse trappings of the Kofun period as well
as those of the Korean Peninsula and Northeast China. However, few examples of horse
(bone) have yet been recovered from excavations. Previous studies of horse breeding in Japan
have mostly focused on comparisons between archeological materials and historical
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documents. However, whether the breeding of the horses changed during the spread of the
horse-riding culture has not been studied before. This study will, therefore, focus on the
production and supply of horses in the various horse-riding cultures.  This study will help
clarify the horse-riding culture and horse breeding of Northeast China, the Korean Peninsula,
and the Japanese Islands -based on an examination of archeological materials and historical
documents and comparisons with the horse- riding cultures of Eastern Eurasia, such as the
Xiongnu and the Xianbei.
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