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Epistolary Writing: For the Development of New Studies on Valéry
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The studies on Paul Valéry (1871-1945) which have focused on his Works and
Notebooks (Cahiers) are now showing signs of significant change with a series of
biographies and correspondences recently published.Considering this new trend in
Valéry’s studies, our research aims to show a Valéry, far from the stereotypical,
intellectualist or self-sufficient image, as represented by his creature “Monsieur
Teste” and the concept of “Moi pur (Pure Ego)”. By reading Valéry’s letters sent to
friends of his youth (André Gide, Pierre Loujs) and to lovers appearing in the

second half of his life (Catherine Pozzi, Renée Vautier and Jeanne Loviton, alias
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Jean Voilier), we will examine the “Self” of a man who cannot help writing to
“Others”, friends or lovers, throughout his life. Epistolary writing, addressed to a
specific person, differs from Works destined for the general public but also from
private Cahiers, a kind of solitary mind’s Diary. The specificities of epistolary
writing will thus lead us to a reexamination of “the act of writing” in terms of the

triple relation between Writer, Text and Reader.
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