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Supposing that people aimed at the formation of a sovereign state in the modern era, it
seems that historians tend to neglect economic actors who were less connected to the
state-formation and received less supports from the state. Assuming that the inter-

sovereign states system emerged from the “Temperate Zone”, it also seems that



historians underestimate human activities in the “Tropics”. However, the “Tropics”
actually embraces a greater part of the world’s population. Recent research in history
shows that the tropic population includes many migrants from various parts of the world.
What kinds of society did they form without state’s assistance in the “Tropics Zone”? We
are taking strong interests in dynamism of Chinese merchants and people who chose
migration as a survival strategy, with a special reference of tropical Southeast Asia. We
attempt to reconsider their survival strategy in the “Tropics” from the point of view of
historical research. Our analysis is based mainly upon public records on the activities of
Chinese merchants and people in Java. Holland reached the East Indies (known as
Indonesia today) in the late sixteenth century. In order to maintain local connections
with the Chinese there, the Dutch East India Company nominated “Kapiteins (known
as “Majoors” since the 1830s)” from their communities. Chinese officials as assistants to
Kapiteins took various positons ranging from Luitenat to Sekretaris. With the
establishment of autonomous bodies Kong Koan like bureaucratic organization, Chinese
merchants and people founded sustainable humanoshere in the East Indies. Our main
discussions will concentrate upon social orders they made to acclimate themselves to the

natural environment of the “Tropics” and to the institutions of colonial powers.
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